Colon cancer management and outcome in relation to individual hospitals in a defined population.
The Stockholm and Gotland region in Sweden has a common management protocol for the treatment of colon cancer. The aim of this study was to assess the management and treatment of colon cancer in the region and to try to identify ways to improve the outcome further. Clinical data on all patients diagnosed with colon cancer in the region's nine hospitals between January 1996 and December 2000 were prospectively collected. Patients were followed until December 2004, and their management and outcome analysed. Colon cancer was diagnosed in 2775 patients. An elective operation was performed in 2116 (76.3 per cent) patients and an emergency procedure in 590 (21.3 per cent). Emergency surgery was an independent risk factor for death. The crude overall cumulative 5-year survival was 46.2 per cent. A multivariable analysis of risk of dying and risk of local recurrence showed significant differences between hospitals. The number of lymph nodes examined in the specimens also differed between hospitals. Differences in the management and outcome of colon cancer in the nine hospitals, despite a common management protocol, indicate a need for improving collaboration between hospitals and multidisciplinary management.